
An artist's statement (or artist statement) is an 
artist's written description of their work. The brief 
verbal representation is for, and in support of, 
their own work to give the viewer understanding. 

As such, it aims to inform, connect with an art 
context, and present the basis for the work; it is, 
therefore, didactic, descriptive, or reflective in 
nature.



The artist's statement intends to explain, justify, extend, 
and/or contextualize their body of work. 

It is imperative that the artist knows how to 
properly convey their work through their own 
words. 

Artists often write a short (50-100 word) and/or a long 
(500-1000 word) version of the same statement, and they 
may maintain and revise these statements throughout 
their careers. They may be edited to suit the requirements 
of specific funding bodies, galleries or call-outs as part of 
the application process.



The writing of artists' statements is a recent phenomenon 
beginning in the 1990s. In some respects, the practice resembles 
the Art Manifesto and may derive in part from it. However, the 
artist's statement generally speaks for an individual rather than a 
collective, and is not strongly associated with polemic.

You can create an artist statement format about a single work of art 
or your whole body of work.



On at least two occasions, 
artist's statements have been the 
subject of gallery exhibitions. The Art 
of the Artist's Statement (Hellenic 
Museum, Chicago 2005), featured the
work of 14 artists offering a visual commentary on the subject 
of artist statements. 

The second exhibition, Proximities: Artists' Statements and 
Their Works (2005, Kamloops Art Gallery, British Columbia) 
showed nine contributing artists responding to the topic of 
artists’ statements by taking one or more of their own artist’s 
statements and working with the text(s) and creating a new 
work in the process.



Statements are a general statement about who you are as an artist. 

An artist’s statement can be a single paragraph—several paragraphs 
are preferable—but your statement should never be longer than one 
page. 

While a bio can be written in third-person (e.g. she grew up in 
Nebraska…; he studied in Vancouver…), an artist’s statement has to be 
written in the first-person perspective (e.g. my printmaking 
technique…; I apprenticed to carve…).



What does an artist statement contain?

- An explanation of how and why you create your art. It 
also contains other interesting facts about yourself 
and your art.

- Statements about your personal relationship with art 
and why you’ve chosen to become an artist.

- The medium you use for work, the tools you use, and 
if you work on your own.

- A description of your current work and why you chose 
to make your work the way you did. 

- An explanation of what you work means to you and 
what you hope it would mean to those who look at it.



As an artist, you are expected to discuss your own 
work and the work of other artists. Your artist 
statement gives you an opportunity to define the 
critical conversation you want to engage through your 
art.

Write a 200-word artist statement documenting your 
understanding of your creative process, ideas, who you 
are as an artist, your influences.

Submit your artist statement in a single page, in 
two/three paragraphs, possibly using font size 11-12.



Consider asking yourself these questions:

• What am I trying to say in my artworks?

• What has influenced my artworks most?

• How do my methods of working (techniques, style, formal decisions)
support the content of my artworks? What are specific examples of this 
in my works?

• How does my art relate to the art of my contemporaries?

• Who is my audience?

• What do I want others to understand about my art?



 These topics must be discussed in a clear and 
concise way in your written artist statement.

 A good artist statement uses proper grammar, 
well-formed paragraphs, appropriate 
vocabulary and reads smoothly.

 It is not a bio, and it is written in first person.





























SHORT ARTIST STATEMENT: MILLIE WILSON

I think of my installations as unfinished inventories of fragments: objects, 
drawings, paintings, photographs, and other inventions.  They are 
improvisational sites in which the constructed and the readymade are used 
to question our making of the world through language and knowledge.  My 
arrangements are schematic, inviting the viewer to move into a space of 
speculation.  I rely on our desires for beauty, poetics and seduction.

The work thus far has used the frame of the museum to propose a secret 
history of modernity.  I have found the histories of surrealism and 
minimalism to be useful in the rearranging of received ideas. The objects I 
make are placed in the canon of modernist art, in hopes of making visible 
what is overlooked in the historicizing of the artist.  This project has always 
been grounded in pleasure and aesthetics.



SHORT ARTIST STATEMENT: SAM DURANT
My artwork takes a critical view of social, political and cultural issues.  Often 
referencing American history, my work explores the varying relationships 
between popular culture and fine arts. Having engaged subjects as diverse as the 
civil rights movement, southern rock music and modernist architecture, my work 
reproduces familiar visual and aural signs, arranging them into new conceptually 
layered installations. While I use a variety of materials and processes in each 
project my methodology is consistent. 

Although there may not always be material similarities between the different 
projects they are linked by recurring formal concerns and through the subject 
matter.   The subject matter of each body of work determines the materials and 
the forms of the work.  Each project often consists of multiple works, often in a 
range of different media, grouped around specific themes and meanings.  During 
research and production new areas of interest arise and lead to the next body of 
work.







SUGGESTED APPROACHES
Mind-maps organize your ideas before starting to write.

Give yourself prompts to help yourself start writing. For 
example, “Write down five questions you would want an 
interviewer to ask you” and/or “Create a family tree of your 
artistic influences.”

Next, you can start free writing—getting your ideas on 
paper continuously, without worrying over things like 
grammar and style. When you begin, you might feel stuck 
or insecure about your ideas, but try to resist these 
impulses.



Free writing can often leave you with a long or 
messy draft; it’s extremely important that you 
put as much energy into EDITING as you do 
writing. 

Finally, an Artist Statement is a writing process 
made of a number of steps.
It needs time to be 
properly edited.

Go through the steps..
Start immediately!!



Writing an Artist Statement is often hard for artists, and 
one of the reasons is trying to be articulate about their 
practice. 

Often-used words tend to sound like everyone else, so 
here are a few active words that might give you some 
inspiration. 

You want to say something definitive like you know what 
you are doing. For instance, in a sentence where you are 
telling the reader what your work does, use one of these 
words that make sense to your practice… 



My work…..:
addresses challenges determines imitates mocks resembles

adopts commends echoes implies notifies reveals

affects communicates emulates insinuates offers suggests

deals with conveys exposes introduces parallels stimulates

announces critiques touts investigates parodies tells

assumes declares feigns mentions proposes states

betrays designates explores mirrors looks at poses

refers reflects offers reiterates represents signifies



3 Language Tools

MONOLINGUAL DICTIONARY
- dictionary.cambridge.org.co.uk

BILINGUAL DICTIONARY
- Repubblica.it
- Corriere.it
- Garzantilinguistica.it
- Wordreference

 GOOGLE IMAGE



Pro Tips

The key to an amazing statement is to write 
A LOT, then edit, edit, edit. You should go 
through at least 3 drafts. 

 Spend a little time away from it, and 
then return with fresh eyes. This is not 
something you can do in an hour – it’s going 
to take time!!!!



Step One. After you have answered the above suggested questions, 
write your first draft until you feel like it touches on the important 
things you want to say about your work. 

Aim for 3 short paragraphs.

Read this aloud to yourself. 

Remember, if anything is confusing to you, it will be confusing to 
your readers!!!!!! Look for moments of clarity and interest.



Step Two: Edit and Paraphrase
Read through your draft several times. Be specific!

Ask a Friend to read over your draft for you. Have them review your statement and ask them 
to provide feedback and suggestions. Get them to check for spelling, grammar, and clarity.

Make edits based on this feedback as you see fit.

Step Three: Wrap it Up
Sleep on it! Tomorrow (or the next days at the latest), read your statement again with fresh 
eyes. Edit as you see fit, keeping it around 300 words.



In writing, the following discourse markers are common:

• Firstly, secondly, thirdly, lastly
• To begin with…
• Moreover, in addition, furthermore
• What I mean is..
• On the one hand ….. on the other hand….
• In sum,
• In conclusion,



Type of relationship Sentence connectors Position within 

clause/sentence
Adding something Moreover; In addition; Additionally; 

Further; Further to this; Also; 

Besides; What is more.

Initial position

Making a contrast between two 

separate things, people, ideas, etc.
However; On the other hand; In 

contrast; Yet.

Initial position

Making an unexpected contrast 

(concession)
Although; Even though; Despite the 

fact that; In spite of the fact that; 

Regardless of the fact that.

Initial position

Starts a second/ subord. 

clause

Saying why some

thing is the case
Because; Since; As; Insofar as. Initial position

Starts a second/ subordin.

clause

Saying what the result of something is Therefore; Consequently; In 

consequence; As a result; 

Accordingly; Hence; Thus; For this 

reason; Because of this.

Initial position

Expressing a condition If; In the event of; As long as...; So 

long as...; Provided that...; Assuming 

that...; Given that....

Initial position

Starts a 

second/ subordinate clause

Making what you say stronger On the contrary; As a matter of fact; 

In fact; Indeed.

Initial position


